
October 13, 2022

The regular meeting of the Town of Hartland, County of Niagara, State of New York, was held
on the above date at the Town Hall, 8942 Ridge Road, Gasport convening at 7:00 p.m.

Members present:
Supervisor: W. Ross Annable
Councilman: Joseph Reed

Clifford Grant
David Huntington
David Hill

Attorney: Daniel Seaman
Attended by: Sign in sheet attached

Supervisor Annable called the meeting to order with all present standing for the pledge to the
flag.

Minutes

RESOLUTION 83-2022
MOTION by Councilman Grant, seconded by Councilman Reed to adopt the minutes of the
September 8, 2022 board meeting as presented.

Ayes: Annable, Reed, Grant, Huntington. Hill Nays: 0 CARRIED

Abstract of Bills

RESOLUTION 84-2022
MOTION by Councilman Reed, seconded by Councilman Huntington resolved that the
following bills, as prepared by the Town Clerk and having been reviewed by the Town Board, be
authorized for payment in the following amounts:

Voucher #‘s 2022000854-202200095 6

General: $19,748.68
Part Town: $7,124.74
Highway: $88,721.22
Refuse: $25,785.54
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Water: $92,844.62
Total: $234,224.80

Ayes: Annable, Reed, Grant, Huntington Nays: 0 CARRIED

ASSESSOR / CEO REPORTS:

Assessor/CEO Michael Hartman: We have things happening in assessing and code
enforcement. In assessing, the state limited income is being raised. The state right now is at
$38,000 and it is going up to $55,000 for limited income exemptions. We are currently at
$19,500 and we have been at $19,500 for over 20 years. Last night in Royalton, I recommended
that we raise that to $24,500. It is not a dramatic tax shift, but it is a tax shift that will help the
people that have incomes under that threshold. As things cost more. it gets harder for people to
live. So. I’m making the recommendation that we raise the limits from $19,500, up to $24,500.

Supervisor Ross Annable: Where is the county at with theirs?

Assessor/CEO Michael Hartman: The county is on a sliding scale. They start at $22,000 and
go up to $28,500. If I’m not mistaken, they are going to be raising theirs as well. It has not gone
through legislation yet because it is all still coming down from the state.

Supervisor Ross Annable: Is there a time frame that we need to have that done by?

Assessor/CEO Michael Hartman: It would be nice to have it done by the first of the year
because that is when the new exemptions start.

Supervisor Ross Annable: Okay, we will look at that at the next board meeting.

Assessor/CEO Michael Hartman: Sales have levelled off, but everything is still selling for way
above the assessed value. For code enforcement, there is a mandated update that we need to
adopt. It is the code enforcement program through New York State. When we look at our code
and what the state wants, we just need to add a few more things like updates to the energy code
and a section on parking garages. It is mandatory that we adopt this local law. I’ll get that over to
our attorney to look over. My annual zoning and planning board training is on November 5th in
Royalton.

HIGHWAY/WATER REPORT: Read and filed
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Supervisor Ross Annable: We have met with our highway superintendent and went through our
annual highway inspections for equipment and updates. Keith has asked that we declare two
walker mowers and a roadside sprayer as surplus.

Surplus Equipment

RESOLUTION 85-2021

MOTION by Councilman Reed. seconded by Councilman Grant to declare two walker mowers
and a roadside sprayer as surplus.

Ayes: Annable, Reed, Grant, Huntington, Hill Nays: 0 CARRIED

Surplus to Auction

RESOLUTION 86-2021

MOTION by Councilman Huntington, seconded by Councilman Grant to authorize the surplus
equipment to be sold at auction.

Ayes: Annable, Reed, Grant, Huntington, Hill Nays: 0 CARRIED

Supervisor Annable: Before we get into public participation, we have Lisa Thompson from
Barker Public Library here to give us a presentation.

Lisa Thompson: I just wanted to let you guys know the services that we have at the library and
that we are building a new building. We wanted to see if there were any services that we would
be able to offer to the community. I have pictures of the new building to show what it is going to
look like. I brought with me one of my board members, Cindy Harris, and she is going to go over
some of the new building stuff. We do have some pamphlets and bookmarks and things that are
available in the Town Clerk’s office. We have 22 libraries in 3 counties that we can borrow
books from. If you wanted something on fishing and we didn’t have it, we can have it delivered.
We have Overdrive which is eBooks, audio books, and magazines. There are over 50 databases
on the website including New York Times, Novelist, and Ancestry.com. We have a toddler story
hour on Mondays from 10:30-11 and we have a middle grade book club which is the last
Tuesday of the month. We also have an adult book club, two computer stations for patrons,
summer reading programs, and two mobile hotspots that people can borrow. We also have books
and DVDs, large print, history, magazines, and books on CDs. These are just some of the things
that we have. We don’t have a ton of room so we aren’t doing tutoring and we don’t have a
meeting room but that is coming in the new building. So, we just wanted to let everyone know
and we are here for you if you need anything.
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Supervisor Annable: What is the time-table for the new building to be built?

Lisa Thompson: Phase I was the outer shell which is mostly complete. Phase 2 was just put out to bid
and I’m not sure where that process is. The architect said they are hoping for it to be complete by
mid—April. It’ll be four years in January.

Supervisor Annable: Do you get the same amount of space in the new building as you had in the old
one?

Lisa Thompson: Yes, actually a little bit more. Right before the fire, I had a grant to put an addition on
for a children’s art room and meeting room. That would bring us to about what we will have in the
new building.

Councilman Huntington: If a library member goes through your website to the other databases, there is
a charge to use the other databases?

Lisa Thompson: No, as long as you have a Niagara Library Card, you can use it all for free.

Councilman Grant: How much of this new building are you getting?

Lisa Thompson: We share with the Village Hall. It is their building and we rent from them, but we have
a good portion of it. We have a lot of shared sections. When you walk in there will be a meeting room
which we have access to, and then there will be the village offices and bathrooms and the rest will be
the library. If you’re looking south, the Village Hall will be on the left side with a shared entrance.

Cindy Harris: Ijust wanted to say our mission statement is to inspire, empower, educate and support our
community. With that said, we would like to thank evetybody for the continued support especially
since we had the tragic fire. I have to commend Lisa for everything she has done in a very small
space. If you can imagine less than 800 square feet is all we have. We do meet in the gazebo, weather
permitting. I am a trustee and I have been a trustee for about a year. It has been a very enlightening
and learning experience especially with the construction. I want to thank you all for your time.

Supervisor Annable: Good luck with that. It looks like you are on your way to a nice new facility.

Leo Shannon: You mentioned that you have computer stations that can be used. Are you allowing Tik
Tok to be used?

Lisa Thompson: Tik Tok is an app on your phone but if you’d like to bring your phone in, I can help you
get set up with Tik Tok if you’d like.

Leo Shannon: No, I think it is a bad service for our young kids.

Lisa Thompson: You have to be 14 or older to use our computers without a parent.
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Cindy Harris: Our computers are also up front where they are able to be monitored by the staff.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - AGENDA ITEMS: None

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

Supervisor Annable: I just want to recognize that October 8th was National Fallen Firefighters
Memorial Service Day. I just want to make sure we recognize all firefighters, especially our own.
Last year in August we lost one of our firefighters, Judy Spencer. We just want to be sure we
remember those that are serving and protecting us as much as we do for Memorial Day and
Veterans Day. We appreciate all of their service. The rural firefighters and volunteers are the
backbone of our rural lifestyle. It is tough today with more qualifications and less volunteers, so
we appreciate those that volunteer.

Supervisor Annable: Next up is our Tax Cap Law. We are likely to go over our 1% increase
this year so we would like to introduce A Local Law to override the tax levy limit established in
General Municipal Law §3-c.

Councilman Reed: I will introduce A Local Law to override the tax levy limit established in
General Municipal Law §3-c.

Introduction of Local Law 3 2022 Entitled
A Local Law to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law §3-c.

Section 1. Legislative Intent
It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes

that may be levied by the Town of Hartland, County of Niagara, pursuant to General Municipal
Law §3-c, and to allow the Town of Hartland, County of Niagara to adopt a town budget for (a)
town purposes (b) fire protection districts and (c) any other special or improvement district
governed by the town board for the fiscal year commencing January 1, 2023 that requires a real
property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law §3-c.

Section 2. Authority
This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law §3-c,

which expressly authorizes the town board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a
local law approved by a vote of sixty percent (60%) of the town board.

Section 3. Tax Levy Limit Override

5



The Town Board of the Town of Hartland, County of Niagara, is hereby authorized to
adopt a budget for the fiscal year commencing January 1, 2023 that requires a real property tax
levy in excess of the limit specified in General Municipal Law, §3-c.

Section 4. Severability
If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the

application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjusted by any
court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not
affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the
clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the
person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in
which such judgment or order shall be rendered.

Section 5. Effective date
This local law shall take effect immediately upon the filing with the Secretary of State.

RESOLUTION 87-2022
MOTION by Councilman Huntington, seconded by Councilman Hill that a public hearing will
be held on Wednesday October 26t1, 2022 at 7 p.m. to hear and consider a local law to override
the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law Section 3-c at Hartland Town Hall, 8942
Ridge Road, Gasport, New York.

Supervisor Annable: Next is an agreement with EDF. We have been negotiating with EDF to
provide us with assistance for legal and engineering expenses that come along with the solar
project. We aren’t entitled to any money until there has been a successful application process but
that nis kind of late for us. So, they have agreed to front some of that money in the sum of
$25,000. We can use that for both attorney and engineering fees until the intervener process
comes about. I just need a motion to accept that agreement.

RESOLUTION 88-2022
MOTION by Councilman Reed, seconded by Councilman Huntington to accept the agreement
with EDF to provide $25,000 to the Town of Hartland prior to submitting application to ORES to
assist in paying attorney and engineering expenses incurred by the Town.
Ayes: Annable, Reed, Grant, Huntington Nays: 0 CARRIED

Unpaid Water to Levy to Tax Bill

RESOLUTION 89-2022

MOTION by Councilman Hill seconded by Councilman Huntington to authorize the amount of
$25,171.88 in unpaid water to be levied to the appropriate properties on the tax warrant.

Ayes: Annable, Reed, Grant, Huntington, Hill Nays: 0 CARRIED
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Supervisor Annable: Up next, we have a donation of$ 1000.00 from Lynn Cook in her husband’s
memory. She asked that we give a portion of it to the Hartland Fire Company and keep a portion
of it for the Town of Hartland. My suggestion would be to give half to the fire department and put
the other half into the park fund.

RESOLUTION 90-2022

MOTION by Councilman Grant seconded by Councilman Reed to split the donation from Lynn
Cook in half, between the Town and Hartland Fire Co.

Ayes: Aimable, Reed, Grant, Huntington, Hill Nays: 0 CARRIED

Councilman Grant: Mr. Tenney sets up our veteran’s picture displays on the wall. He would
like to move the pictures from where they are now, to the wall in between the restroom doors.
When the court room doors are open, most of the pictures are covered up. If he moved them in
between the doors, they would be more visible. He and Norm asked me to bring it up to the
Town Board to make sure it would be okay with everyone.

Supervisor Annable: I do not see a problem with that at all. I will talk to Norm about it. I’m
sure we can accommodate that, and we appreciate the work Mr. Tenney does on a volunteer
basis.

Councilman Grant: Mr. Tenney is the gentleman that also sets up the displays in the glass
cabinets in the hallways. He has a few more displays to cycle through but he is hoping that others
in the Town would be willing to share their collections as well.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
Barbara Outten: We must cover the engineering fees for the solar project?

Supervisor Annable: Any kind of attorney work or engineering processing, we cover it.

Barbara Outten: I guess my question is, why wouldn’t EDF have covered all of it.

Supervisor Annable: It is like any other kind of project. The town has obligations to investigate.
A lot of towns have an engineer on staff, but we don’t.

Mrs. Barbara Outten: Where can I get a copy of the agreement?

Supervisor Annable: We will have it here once it is completed and available.

Mrs. Barbara Outten: What would the total be? We don’t really know how much it will cost
until the project is underway.
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Supervisor Annable: EDF is going to provide $25,000 as we present the bills. We have already
started paying attorneys and engineering fees so we will be able to present those to offset the
costs to the Town.

Mrs. Barbara Outten: So. there is no projection as to the total cost of attorney and engineering
fees?

Supervisor Annable: No because it is ongoing and depends on how much work needs to be
done.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: Andrew Reilly is the engineer correct? He is the one that wrote the
Somerset law with our other attorney. I just think its kind of funny that were spending all this
extra money to have almost the same people do the exact same thing.

Supervisor Annable: We went through that with EDF at our last meeting. The idea is to make
sure we don’t have something that will be overridden. You saw in Cambria, almost everything
was overridden. As you know, there are some things the state has already put a standard on.
We’re trying to work around what other communities have done. We talked to a representative
from NYSRTA this week and they are still on a learning curve because there are so many
different aspects, and every community is a little different. We are trying to look at every nut and
bolt that we can put in to make sure we don’t miss anything. We will continue to negotiate with
EDF. This $25,000 that they have allotted pre-application which they don’t have to do, it was
negotiated out. We’re working to get as much as we can on that aspect and I want to make sure
were not developing laws and paying for something that will be overridden either. Even after we
develop our law, we will negotiate more to get what we need from EDF.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: We’re kind of running out of time. They said they would be submitting
application in the spring.

Supervisor Annable: They said they would be submitting the application in the summer or fall,
not the spring. They have to give us 60 days’ notice before they can file the application. We will
have it in plenty of time. We’re working on the battery storage as well. That is another brand
new issue that not a lot of places have because its so new. If this project goes through and they
include battery storage it is included in 94C and we don’t have any say so about the batteries. We
are working on this law not just for the EDF project but for any future projects.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: I understand that. We have been through this 100 times.
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Supervisor Annable: Well, that is the track we are on. We are going to do this right. We are
going to get the best law that we can and we have the time. EDF knows that. They aren’t going
to try to pull it out from underneath us. They’re working to try to mitigate some of those things.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: I know Ross. You know how we feel about this. You working with
EDF does not take into consideration the needs and wants of the individuals of the Town of
Hartland. You say “I’m working with them” and you know best for us but what we’re saying is
we would like to have that discussion with them as to that.

Supervisor Annable: That is why we had a meeting with the Planning Board.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: That was just another information session. It was the same thing we
have heard 5 or 6 times.

Supervisor Annable: They went through the law that was proposed.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: They said prime farmland, no.

Supervisor Annable: There is nothing in the law that is going to be able to prevent that. The
state already established that. The negotiation comes from finding middle ground between what
the state allows, what EDF wants, and what we need.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfcl: What about them finding land that is not prime farmland? Even the
state and county say prime farm land should not be used and covered. As a company I would
find the flattest, cleared, right up to the road, piece of property to save a lot of money. As
someone being in a community, it isn’t good for us, We want it somewhere so that we can
maintain our way of life.

Supervisor Annable: We don’t have that control. The state does.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: You’re saying that we can negotiate and that’s what we’re asking.

Supervisor Annable: We are going to take a bus trip to see where all these places are. I get it.
You do not want the solar project.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: I am not anti-solar. I am pro-law: our zoning laws, our comprehensive
plan. For a lawless governor to come and take away our rights — I’m anti that.

Supervisor Annable: All of us are. They take our home rule all the time,
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Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: I’m sure its being fought in the courts. I’m just hoping that somewhere
down the road someone with the same head gets into office. Are you going to publish the results
of the survey?

Supervisor Annable: Yes, I need to put it together first, but it will be advertised shortly. Ill
notify the paper and put it on our Facebook page.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: If the project does not go through, do we have to pay the intervener
funds back?

Supervisor Annable: No. they have to provide that anyways but most of the work will be done
before that. When I talked to NYSRTA, I suggested that and they don’t write the law but it
would be nice if they provided some funding up front for any community because you’re
working on this before it goes to the application process and then its out of your hands. Unless
you are going to try to battle it in court, there not much use for the intervener funds after the fact.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfei: Is there any time-table for the bus tour?

Supervisor Annable: I talked to them this week and they are setting it up.

Councilman Huntington: I agree with you that it should not be on prime farmland. The problem
is, that isn’t our call because it is the farmers that are giving up their land. We can’t tell them
what part of their land to give up.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: We can tell them how many dogs they can have and if they can have a
trailer or storage unit and how far from the road they can build a farmstand. We are trying to
protect our community and somebody who is doing something on their property that can destroy
the property of the community is what the zoning and planning and comprehensive plans are for.
As long as it doesn’t break my leg or pick my pocket it doesn’t matter what happens on their
property. That is why I was always against limiting how many animals they can have or how
many junk cars people can have on their property. Two junk cars on someone’s property doesn’t
bother me but destroying our prime farmland for future generations is detrimental to our
community. That is why everyone moved out here. This is a farming rural community and this
will change our town forever.

Councilman Reed: So, what you’re saying is, I have 50 acres out in the middle of swamp land. I
don’t want to rent it. But you’re going to make me rent it to them so they can put solar down
there?
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Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: No. I’m not saying that. EDF wont even go to the swamp land because
they care more about swamp land than farm land.

Councilman Reed: You want them to put it where they don’t want it. If they wanted it on that
piece of property, they would have rented it to them. If you can stop me from renting mine, you
can make somebody rent theirs.

Supervisor Annable: You are right about our zoning laws, but the state is overriding those.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: The attorney that you hired said that it is a travesty and its
unconstitutional and its going to be fought in court. Whether it will go through the courts in time,
I don’t know. All I can say to us as a community, is to make it as difficult as possible and put on
the brakes and do whatever we can to slow it down because once its up then were stuck. That is
why I’d like to slow down the process instead of inviting them in and making it easy for them.

Supervisor Annable: If they initiate the permit, that is when the clock starts ticking for the
project to be approved. We want to get the best bang for our buck on this but there is a time
limit. Once the permitting process is done, we can’t do anything. The only thing we can do is
work with EDF to get around the states regulations. I will say that there are people that do want
it.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: That is where the survey came in., From 2019 you said we were going
to do a survey, in 2022 the survey came out. It was 3 to I against solar. That survey was weird
anyways because there were no names or phone numbers or anything, so we don’t even know
who turned them in. Dave Snyder has been my neighbor for 36 years. He has two disabled
children, and he won the lottery, and he can take care of them now. I love him, but what I think
he’s doing is wrong because he is destroying farmland and property values.

Supervisor Annable: That is just your opinion though. In 30 years, the project is supposed to be
decommissioned and removed. It is not a forever thing. It is a 30—35-year project which could be
extended but it has a decommissioning plan that goes along with it.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: Or it could be used to fracking or something else because we’ve given
up the right to that land. Its not even our country that has rights to the land it is France.

Supervisor Annable: If that farmer chooses to stop farming potatoes and wants to use it for
solar instead, it is their land. We already allow small scale solar. We are in uncharted territory
with the state and were trying to work as best we can to find out all the aspects of it to make it
the best law that we can. We are working on it. We will see what we can do to mitigate some of
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the issues. I know that EDF has talked about certain aspects of the setbacks so we’ll look at it
and see what we can do.

Mr. Leo Shannon: On the application, I think we should drag our feet more so they don’t have
the power over the land. I’ve not heard one word from any of the councilmen, not one of them
has ever asked me a question. I’ve always had to talk to Ross. I find that hard to believe. You are
sitting councilmen for the people of the Town of Hartland. I would’ve thought in two years any
one of you would’ve had questions to ask me or anyone else that comes to these meetings.

Councilman Hill: We don’t have any questions because we hear the same things at every
meeting month after month.

Supervisor Annable: It’s been three years. Do you know how many phone calls I’ve had from
people to ask about the solar project? Its great to come to a meeting and I’d always be happy to
sit down with anybody anytime anywhere to have a discussion about it. A board meeting is really
not the place to sit and have a long conversation. A board meeting is about conducting town
business. We have given everybody the opportunity to say whatever you want to say and
question whatever you want to. But nobody calls me to have a conversation one way or the other
as to what their concerns are.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: We like to have our conversations on record. We hear the same things
from that side as you hear from this side. So, we understand the broken record thing.

Supervisor Annable: The point is, there are two sides. We hear your side, I also hear the other
side. So, you want us to act on your behalf but there are others who want the opposite. The
problem is the state is going to tell us what will happen.

Mrs. Barbara Outten: How many people total have signed leases for their land?

Supervisor Annable: There are about 50 pieces of property. I don’t know if there are 50
different owners.

Mrs. Barbara Outten: How many residents are in the whole town?

Supervisor Annable: There are approximately 3000.

Mr. Leo Shannon: I don’t know if any of you have heard but in the Town of Shelby, they
wanted to put up windmills by Tops on the ridge line. They did an application and never told
anyone about it. No one in the Town of Shelby got a letter in the mail or anything. Now the town
supervisor has resigned, two councilmen have resigned. The reason this happened was because
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no one knew anything until a teacher named Mrs. Wilson got wind of it and came to a town
board meeting. They were ready to vote that night and give permission to the supervisor of the
Town of Shelby to put the wind mills up. Three days after Mrs. Wilson came forward about the
windmills, 3 people resigned.

Supervisor Annable: We don’t do the application. The application doesn’t come to us. EDF
does an application that goes to the state. In a normal process, someone comes in and wants to do
something they go to Mike and get an application to go through the process. This doesn’t go
through the town. We have nothing to do with the application. If we drag our feet on it and they
do the application, we have no control after it goes through that process. We want it done ahead
of time to get the best arrangement that we can. I don’t want to put in a law that I know is going
to get steamrolled. That just happened to Cambria. We know pretty much what they’re going to
allow just by watching other communities that have gone through it. We can put all the laws and
rules in that we want but the state is still going to stand by what they’re doing. I don’t want to
drag my feet on this because I want to be prepared. We have a time-table and we know when
they’re going to be pushing ahead. They have to give us 60 days’ notice before they do the
application. Were going to negotiate and make it work to our best advantage.

Mr. Leo Shannon: I think our best advantage is keeping it further away from the road.

Supervisor Annable: But the state has already established those setbacks. They’ve said 50 feet
from the road edge, 250 feet from a house, and 100 feet from a property line.

Mr. Leo Shannon: Have they sent you a letter with proof of that?

Supervisor Annable: That is the law. That is what ORES sets as a standard.

Mr. Leo Shannon: We have no legal way to fight as a town?

Supervisor Annable: No, we don’t. That is why all these other communities are in the same
boat.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: So, our attorney can’t say anything about solar?

Supervisor Annable: Seaman and Norris have recused themselves from this particular subject.
That is why we hired a specific attorney for this.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: I can understand having another attorney right along with EDF. As
people who live in the town want to know what our rights are, that other attorney isn’t here, I
can’t ask the town attorney for any recommendations of what the people can do?
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Attorney Daniel Seaman: You can ask me anything you want but I’ll decide whether ill answer
or not.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: People like myself feel like the town board has you for these things
and they have another attorney but we want to know what the people’s rights are in the town to
fight the state for taking away our property rights.

Attorney Daniel Seaman: Some groups have attorneys of their own also.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: So, if all the towns people got together, we’d have to hire another
attorney?

Attorney Daniel Seaman: An attorney for the town represents the town board. When people
from the town call me and ask what my opinion is about what the board is doing, I say I give my
advice to the board. That’s what my job is. I don’t represent each of the 4000 people that live in
the town. I can’t do that. It’s a conflict. I have to represent the board. Sometimes I tell them what
they don’t want to hear but it’s the board I tell.

Supervisor Annable: The problem is there is not a lot that we can do.

Mr. Leo Shannon: That’s what I can’t accept. There is always a solution we have to be able to
do something.

Supervisor Annable: How do you change the law? How do you change gun laws? How do we
change any kind of law that the state establishes?

Mr. Leo Shannon: The state tried to change the gun laws and she got put down and found out
that she couldn’t because it was unconstitutional.

Councilman Grant: Today it was redacted.

Supervisor Annable: Mike just pointed out laws that we have to approve because of the state for
zoning. This is a big thing that were dealing with, but we do this constantly in different aspects
of dealing with the state. We can’t take everything to the supreme court. Wy do you think no one
else has done this in other communities?

Mr. Leo Shannon: I think they are.
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Attorney Dan Seaman: Home rule can always be overruled by state law. That is what home rule
is all about, they can take away any of their power at any time. That’s what they’ve done.

Mrs. Margaret Zaepfel: Can that change if Zeldin becomes governor?

Attorney Dan Seaman: He still would have two houses to get through. New York City controls
the state. That’s why everyone is moving to Florida.

Mr. Leo Shannon: I just don’t think we should give in.

Supervisor Annable: You should talk to your state representatives. Republicans are in the
minority. They can come up with as many laws as they want to but if they can’t come up with
enough votes then there’s nothing they can do.

Mr. Leo Shannon: I tried to talk to a New York Senator. He wouldn’t give me 5 minutes of his
day for a phone call or send me a letter in the mail.

Supervisor Annable: Long story short, we are developing a law. We will continue to work with
EDF where we can.

Councilman Grant: Mike, did they have to get a building permit for the weather station?

Assessor/CEO Michael Hartman: No, it is a temporary structure.

Adjournment

RESOLUTION 9 1-2022
MOTION by Councilman Huntington, seconded by Councilman Hill that since there is no
further business to come before the board, the meeting be adjourned at 8:01p.m.
Ayes: Annable, Reed, Grant, Huntington Nays: 0 CARRIED

Respectfully submitted:

Rachel M Kushner
Town Clerk
Next scheduled regular meeting will be November 10, 2022 at 7:00 p. m.
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